
BMMS REOPENING FAQ 
(As of 8/27/20) 

 

 
HEALTH & SAFETY 

 
Will there be hand sanitizer stations available in 
each classroom and throughout the halls? 

Yes 

Do students have to bring their own sanitizer? No 

Is there hot water within the school to wash hands? Yes 

Will wearing masks be mandatory? Yes 

When will students be required to wear masks? (In 
class? When socially distanced? At lunch? 
Outdoors?) 

Other than during designated "mask breaks" and 
while eating lunch, students will be required to wear 
masks. 

Will there be a medical exemption available for 
those who cannot wear masks? What safety 
measures will these students be required to take? 

As always, when we receive a doctor's note with a 
specific diagnosis and specific requirements for a 
student, we develop a plan to meet those 
requirements. 

When will students be allowed to take mask 
breaks? How long will those breaks last? Where will 
those breaks take place? 

Students and faculty will be informed as to the 
general options/parameters (distance, acceptable 
locations, etc.) for mask breaks. They in turn will 
apply these guidelines to the breaks. 

How will the children be monitored during the day to 
ensure they have their masks and on properly? 

Student behavior(s) will be monitored and 
addressed as we have done in the past. Over the 
years we have reacted to advances in technology, 
changing hydration habits, clothing styles and 
various new and different ways for students to 
inappropriately, physically interact with each other. 
We do so by clearly and consistently explaining our 
expectations to students and parents and 
addressing each and every situation that needs to 
be addressed. We've had great success 
reducing/eliminating an eclectic variety of issues 
and behaviors with this approach. Under the current 
circumstances, I have no doubt the vast majority of 
students will do what we ask making it possible to 
address the hopefully small number of students that 
need additional direction. 

Will students be allowed to wear face shields in 
addition to masks? 

Yes 

Will face masks be required even if face shields are 
worn? 
 

Yes 
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Will cleaning supplies be provided to each 
classroom? 
 
 

Yes 

What cleaning regimens will be conducted daily by 
either teachers or the custodians? 

Conversations with building and 
grounds/custodians are ongoing. We will finalize 
specific plans for cleaning based upon available 
supplies, available staff, etc.. 

Will desks be cleaned between classes? How about 
door handles? How often will bathrooms be 
cleaned? 

see above 

Will students have their temperatures checked 
daily? Be required to confirm they are 
symptom-free and have not had contact with 
anyone who has tested positive or been exposed? 

This will be done at home by a parent prior to 
entering school each day on an app. 

Will you have adults monitoring the hallways to help 
avoid students congregating, clumping together or 
jumping on one another? Basically avoiding what 
we all saw happened in the school in Georgia? 

Yes. The administration and faculty will work 
together to create "traffic patterns" for hallways, a 
staggered class dismissal protocol, lunch/recess 
staggered arrival and dismissal protocols as well as 
address any other issues that arise. 

 

SCHEDULING 
 
When will 6th grade orientation take place? The traditional 6th grade orientation focused 

heavily on building familiarity, lockers and locks, 
transitions and lunch protocols. Unfortunately, none 
of these will apply this September. Instead, later in 
September, we plan to bring A-L and M-Z cohorts 
to familiarize all Blue Mountain students with our 
expectations for masks, transitions, lunch, etc. 

Will there be an orientation for the parents of 6th 
grade students? 

We will work with the PTA to determine if and when 
6th grade parents may want/need an orientation 
and what their specific questions/concerns may be 
as they will obviously be different from our usual 
presentation. 

When are class schedules coming out? Blue Mountain does not release student schedules 
until just before the start of school, usually at the 
end of the week before the Labor Day weekend. 
This year will be similar, with the latest being during 
the Superintendent conference days the week after 
Labor Day. 

How many days per week will my child be going to 
school during hybrid learning? 
 
 

2 



BMMS REOPENING FAQ 
 

If my child starts the year off on the hybrid 
schedule, do I have the discretion to move them to 
full virtual if I feel it's appropriate? 

Yes 

When will online classes begin? How many hours 
per day will students be in online classes? 
 

Sept 10 first 2 weeks are 1/2 days 

How will groups A & B be divided? Is consideration 
being given to families with siblings in different 
schools (1 in BMMS & 1 in HS) the ability to be on 
the same cohort schedule? Do we have to fill a 
request form for this accommodation or has this 
already been taken into account? 

Secondary A-L is Mon/Tues M-Z is Thurs/Fri All 
remote Wednesday Elementary is full time 

Will siblings who are in the same grade be placed 
in the same class? Whether they are hybrid or full 
remote. 

No 

Is there a possibility that school can happen on 
Wednesdays and that we can have an AAABB 
week then an AABBB week? 

No 

Will students remain in the same cohort of students 
each day? 

No 

Will the kids switch classrooms or will the teachers 
switch? Or a combination? 

Kids Switch 

Will they have recess? How often? Will they have 
opportunities to go outside, weather permitting? 

Yes/Everyday/Yes 

Previously, there was a pretty tight time frame 
between classes. Will that be loosened so there is 
time to keep socially distant and wash hands/use 
Purell? 

Yes 

 
 

ACADEMICS & ELECTIVES 
 

Will students have PE? Yes 

Will students change clothes for PE? If so, will they 
have use of lockers for their belongings? 

No 

Will PE take place entirely outdoors? Or will it 
happen in the gym (in inclement weather)? 

Weather Permitting 

Will chorus be offered? Has it been considered for 
this class to happen remote-only so that the 
students can sing without worrying about social 
distancing or wearing masks? 
 
 

Yes. Remote only cannot happen 
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Will orchestra and band be offered? How will 
students be kept socially distanced in these 
classes? 

Yes, if, even with half of the students attending at a 
time, we need to utilize larger spaces or subdivide 
the students we will do so. 

Will individual instrument lessons be offered? Small group lessons 

How will these classes be handled for remote-only 
students? 
 

Virtual at assigned time 

If enough students opt for remote-only, will it be 
possible for other students, especially those who 
are children of essential workers, to come to school 
4 days per week? 

No 

Will students be graded this year (no more 
pass/fail)? If so, will there be honor roll and high 
honor roll? 

Yes and Yes 

 
 

EXTRACURRICULARS 
 

Will fall and/or winter sports take place? If so, which 
ones? 

The governor left that decision to the athletic 
Sections. We do not yet have the answer for our 
section, Section 1. 

Will other clubs exist? (National Junior Honor 
Society, student government, language clubs, etc.) 
In-person or remote or both? 

No 

Will remote-only students be allowed to participate 
in extracurricular activities, even those that take 
place on school grounds? 

Yes 

 
 

TRANSPORTATION 
 
What will be the student capacity on each bus? 42 

Will masks be required on the bus? Yes 

Will there be monitors on the bus to ensure 
compliance with masks and the number of students 
per seat? 

No 

Will bus handrails be sanitized after students get 
on/off the bus? 

Yes 
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LOGISTICS 
 
Please provide by grade the following: The number 
of students total and the number of students opting 
for remote only. 

The number of students opting for full remote is 
obviously subject to change and there have been 
more than a few instances wherein parents 
inadvertently signed up for full remote. Having said 
that, as of Wednesday afternoon: Grade 6: 155 
students, 30 opting for full remote, Grade 7: 177, 32 
full remote, Grade 8:150, 31 full remote 

How will groups A & B be determined and when will 
we know what day our children come to school? 

Secondary A-L is Mon/Tues M-Z is Thurs/Fri All 
remote Wednesday 

How many middle school teachers have opted to 
teach remotely because of medical reasons? Will 
in-school students watch these teachers via the 
internet or how else will they fill a potential block of 
time without a teacher physically present? 

The district is working with staff units, teachers, 
secretaries, teaching assistants and custodian 
drivers to determine how many of their members 
have medical reasons for not coming to their 
building(s). A couple of potential scenarios are that 
in-school students may have a substitute teacher, 
or participate with their teacher at home from 
school. 

How will teachers teach on-line & also in school at 
the same time? 
 

At-home students will attend virtually via their 
Chromebooks. 

Will students be able to socialize with other 
students in different classrooms? 

Recess, with social distancing expectations in 
place, will likely be the only opportunity for students 
to interact with students other than their 
classmates. 

How will attendance work for virtual students? Teachers will take attendance. 

Will any outdoor spaces be used for instruction? Yes 

How many children will be in each classroom at a 
time during the hybrid teaching time? Will the 
classes be cut in 1/2 for social distancing 
purposes? 

Classes are cut in half according to the alphabet. 
With our more recent cohorts being smaller than 
they were traditionally, coupled with the number of 
students opting for full virtual instruction, 

How will desks be separated in the classrooms? 6 feet apart 

Will students be using their lockers? If so, how will 
social distancing be enforced during visits to 
lockers? 

No 

Will parents be able to designate that they don't 
want their child to use a locker? 

N/A 

Will students be allowed to carry backpacks 
regardless of the access to their lockers? 

Yes 

Do the kids need to bring their Chromebook every 
day? 
 
 

Yes Charged 
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If a child physically in school accidentally forgets his 
Chromebook at home, will there be one available 
for the day? 

Yes 

If a child leaves his Chromebook in school, will he 
(or a parent) be able to go to school on a "virtual" 
day to retrieve it? 

Yes 

When will supplies lists be made available? Supply expectations are significantly lower than in a 
typical school year with virtual learning. We are in 
the process of determining what if any specific 
supplies teachers may want students to have other 
than their Chromebook. 

Will there be different supplies lists for in-person 
students vs. remote-only? 

No 

What textbooks will be used? Do they have to bring 
them back and forth? How will students that choose 
virtual get their textbooks? 

Students in a typical year do not bring textbooks 
back and forth with few exceptions such as a 
paperback novel. A number of subject areas 
currently utilize online texts. The parents of full 
virtual students will have to pick up any required 
classroom materials. 

Can the kids buy lunch? Or they must bring lunch? Yes grab and go 

Where will students eat lunch? Will students be 
eating lunch together? Can family members eat 
together? 

Individual desks in the cafeteria. Lunch by grade 

What will be the cleaning protocols for eating 
areas? 

Desks will be wiped down between lunches 

Can kids bring refillable water bottles or do they 
need to bring enough water for the whole day? 

Yes, refillable water bottles are allowed. 

Will classes be recorded so that they can be 
accessed after the day is over for reference? 

No 

Will students who miss a class due to illness be 
able to access the day's recording? 

No 

Will there be an audio component for virtual 
students to be heard in the classroom should they 
need to speak with the teacher or answer 
questions? 

Yes 

If the teacher provides handouts to the class, will 
those be available to download for virtual students 
before or during class so the students may follow 
along? 

Yes 

Are there any pictures or photos available of how 
the classrooms would be set up? 

No 
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ODDS & ENDS 
 
Building Sanitization  

Will classroom supplies such as pencils, 
handouts, etc., be collected and disposed of 
after every class? 
Will books and lab tools, etc., be sanitized 
after every class and then reused? 

Typically, very little sharing of materials takes place. 
When we move to hybrid learning, additional measures 
will be taken. Lab equipment is typically cleaned after 
use. If additional cleaning is necessary, it will take place 
and or, teachers may modify instruction to reduce the 
need for sharing items. 

  

SCHEDULING: General Questions  

How long will Hybrid learning be implemented 
until full in-person learning resumes? 

Hybrid learning will continue until we return to full 
in-person learning. The same people, Governor, County 
Executives, School Superintendents and parents 
willmake that determination. 

  

INSTRUCTION: Remote-Only Instruction  

If a middle school student initially opts for the 
hybrid option but then switches to remote, will 
they remain with the same teachers? 

Yes 

In January when we go back to school will my 
children be with the same group of 
classmates or will he/she be in the class with 
the remote classmates? 

Yes 

Will remote only students be allowed to 
participate in after school activities, if they 
exist? Sports, Clubs, Extra Help, Other? 

Yes 

  

LOGISTICS: Virtual Learning  

Will there be live, interactive video of the 
teachers presenting to the physical 
classroom? 

Yes, students logging in from home will see their teacher 
via Google meet. 

For students that are in the hybrid model and 
need to stay home, how will they log into each 
class? 

Via Chromebooks 

How will virtual kids hand in their 
assignments? Will everything need to be 
scanned and turned into PDFs, or will all 
assignments be online and auto submitted 
once completed? 

Via Google Classroom 

On remote learning, will the student be able to 
sit in a classroom with other students? 

Remote students will log in from home, so no? 
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For students opting into Remote Only, will 
there be opportunity to interact with peers and 
teachers in a socially distant, mask wearing 
way both in school AND outdoors at any 
point? 

Blue Mountain is working on a "Digital Check-in" protocol 
wherein students are assigned in small groups to a 
faculty member. We hope to designate a time, likely 
Wednesdays where these small groups interact virtually. 
The purpose is more of a social emotional check in than 
academic. I would need more information regarding what 
you are thinking about students interacting with others if 
those students are remote. 

 


